
County of Santa Clara  •  City of San Jose  •  City of Gilroy  •  City of Morgan Hill
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority  •  Santa Clara Valley Water District

California Department of Fish and Game  •  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Marine Fisheries Service

Habitat Conservation Plan /
Natural Community Conservation Plan

S A N TA  C L A R A  V A L L E Y

Species Recommended for
Potential Inclusion in HCP/NCCP
(as of September 2006,  ongoing analysis will result in adjustments to the list)

Amphibians and Reptiles
California Tiger Salamander
California Red-legged Frog
Foothills Yellow-legged Frog
Western Pond Turtle

Birds
Bank Sallow
Golden Eagle
Least Bell’s Vireo
Purple Martin
Saltmarsh Common Yellowthroat
Tricolored Blackbird
Western Burrowing Owl

Fish
Central California Coast Steelhead 
(ESU)
Central Valley Fall Run Chinook 
Salmon (ESU)
Monterey Roach
Pacifi c Lamprey
South Central California Coast 
Steelhead (ESU)

Insects (Invertebrates)
Bay Checkerspot Butterfl y
Unsilvered Fritillary Butterfl y

Mammals
San Joaquin Kit Fox
Townsend’s Western Big-eared Bat

Plants
Arcuate Bush Mallow
Big-scale Balsamroot
Chaparral Harebell
Coyote Ceanothus
Fragrant Fritillary
Hall’s Bush Mallow
Loma Prieta Hoita
Metcalf Canyon Jewelfl ower
Most Beautiful Jewelfl ower
Mt. Hamilton Th istle
Robust Monardella
Rock Sanicle
San Francisco Collinsia
Santa Clara Valley Dudleya
Smooth Lessignia

Species Recommended
for No-Take Status:

Birds
California Condor

Plants
Tiburon Indian Paintbrush
Pink Creamsacs
Robust Spinefl ower
Contra Costa Goldfi ends
Hairless Popcornfl ower
Showy Indian Clover
Caper-fruited Tropidocarpum

Planning for Land Use and Habitat 
Protection in the Santa Clara Valley
Building a common vision – Balancing projected 
development with the natural environment 

Like many California locations, Santa Clara County’s 
weather, economy, and proximity to stunning natural 
environments make it an incredibly desirable place to 

live.  California’s climate, geology, and topography also make 
the state one of the world’s richest biological regions, housing 
the second greatest number of threatened and endangered 
species of any US state (Hawaii being the fi rst).  

Th e Association of Bay Area Governments projected that 
between 2000 and 2020, Santa Clara County will gain 261,400 
new residents and 231,000 new jobs - more than any other 
county in the greater San Francisco Bay Area.  Research on 
endangered species determined many years ago that urban 
sprawl and habitat loss are primary contributor to species 
decline in the United States.  Invariably, all “land uses” to 
support growth  - whether it be constructing and maintaining 
public infrastructure, agricultural development, or urban 
development - contribute to habitat decline by converting 
land from its original use.  So how is Santa Clara County 
going to maintain it’s current infrastructure and accommodate 
anticipated growth without compromising the region’s 
biological diversity?  

For more information please visit www.scv-habitatplan.org or 
contact Program Manager Ken Schreiber at (408) 299-5789.continued on inside



In response to land use-related projects, the County of Santa 
Clara, Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority, Santa 
Clara Valley Water District, and the cities of Gilroy, Morgan 
Hill, and San Jose (Local Partners) initiated a collaborative 
process to prepare and implement a joint Habitat Conservation 
Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan (HCP/NCCP) 
to promote the recovery of endangered species while 
accommodating planned development and infrastructure.  Th e 
Local Partners, in association with regulatory wildlife agencies 
including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, California 
Department of Fish and Game, and National Marine Fisheries 
Service, will develop a long-range plan to protect and enhance 
ecological diversity and function within more than 500,000 
acres of Santa Clara County.  

Habitat Conservation Plans/Natural Community Conservation 
Plans are a relatively new tool for protecting endangered 
species and represent an innovative integration of land-use 
planning and habitat conservation.  Th e Santa Clara Valley 
HCP/NCCP will provide a more effi  cient process for protecting 
the environment while streamlining the permitting process.  
Under the current system, local governments evaluate projects 
with the potential to aff ect endangered species individually 
in consultation with federal and state regulatory agencies -- a 
lengthy process that can cost considerable time and money.  
Rather than surveying, negotiating, and securing mitigation for 
habitat loss on a project-by-project basis, the Santa Clara Valley 
HCP/NCCP will provide a more eff ective process for protecting 

the environment by creating a number of new habitat reserves that 
will be both larger in scale, more ecologically valuable, and easier 
to manage than the fragmented, piecemeal habitats currently 
yielded by mitigating projects on an individual basis.

Th e process works like this: When state or local governments, 
private developers, or other non-federal entities wish to conduct 
activities on land that might result in harming or signifi cantly 
modifying the habitat of a threatened or endangered species, 
they must obtain an incidental take permit from one or more 
regulatory wildlife agencies (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, and the California Department 
of Fish and Game).   An approved incidental take permit 
authorizes the landowner to legally proceed with an activity (such 
as building a road, installing a water pipeline, or constructing a 

development) that would otherwise result in an illegal impact 
to a listed species (i.e., take).  By means of the Santa Clara 
HCP/NCCP, the Local Partners will ensure there is adequate 
mitigation for the cumulative eff ects of authorized incidental 
take and will request permits from regulatory Wildlife 
Agencies to cover federal or state listed species and species 
likely to become listed during the Plan’s permit term.   If the 
HCP/NCCP is approved by participating Wildlife Agencies, 
incidental take permits will be issued for a list of projects and 
activities identifi ed within the Plan as likely to occur during the 
permit term.  Th ese activities are expected to include urban and 
rural development consistent with current city and County land 
use plans; maintenance and operations of public infrastructure 
(water, transportation); activities within streams; and 
management and monitoring activities within habitat reserve 
lands.  By collaboratively agreeing on covered species, no-take 
species, covered activities, conservation requirements, and the 
permit term, infrastructure and development projects included 
in the HCP/NCCP will be able to proceed as scheduled with 
the assurance that permitting and critical habitat issues have 
already been addressed.

Terms
Endangered – Species at risk of becoming extinct
Th reatened – Species at risk of becoming endangered in the foreseeable future
Take – Defi ned in the Federal or State Endangered Species Acts as to harass, harm, 
pursue, hunt, or collect a species
Incidental Take Permit - Permits allowing the “take” of endangered species incidental 
to an otherwise lawful activity (such as building a road or constructing a development).

Western Pond Turtle California Burrowing Owl Diablo Helianthella Common Yellowthroat San Joaquin Kit Fox Mt. Hamilton Thistle California Red-Legged Frog Golden Eagle

Develop Baseline Data
(covered species; covered 
activities; land cover and land 
use maps)

Draft Conservation Strategy Draft HCP/NCCP and Draft 
Environmental Review 
documents preparation and 
public review

Certifi cation of the 
Environmental Review and 
Approval of Final HCP/NCCP

2006 2007 2008 2009

Project Milestones and Schedule



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


