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SCVOSA & CBI
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Linkage Report



Scientific Studies 
• Road Ecology Study (2023)
• Puma Habitat Selection and Connectivity 

Study (2021)
• Reptile and Amphibian Linkage Study (2020)
• Bobcat Habitat Preference and Connectivity 

Study (2019)
• Landscape Linkage Report (2017)
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• Approx. 3–4-year science 
and community-based 
planning process, followed 
by environmental review

• Master plan will ID early 
implementation projects to 
be constructed within next 
5-10 years

• Larger programmatic vision 
for 20-to-30-year time 
horizon

• On-going early 
restoration/demonstration 
projects



Wildlife Habitat and Connectivity Objectives
• Create and restore habitat corridors
• Improve or create wildlife crossings
• Support healthy populations and gene flow
• Create habitat mosaic to support biodiversity 



The Triple Barrier Problem







Coyote Valley Wildlife 
Crossings Planning

Enhance ecological 
connectivity by 
reestablishing safe 
movement corridors for 
species threatened by 
habitat fragmentation 
and transportation 
infrastructure



Coyote Valley Wildlife Connectivity Planning Project (2023-2026)

• Conduct feasibility assessments for 
both barriers 

• Identify wildlife crossings and other 
permeability enhancements

• Advance designs, environmental 
review, and permitting for up to 4 
structures



Coyote Valley Wildlife Connectivity Planning Project (2023-2026)



Project Challenges:
Wildlife Crossings

• Partner coordination 
• Site control 
• Focal species 
• Long-term obligations
• Funding



Project Challenges:
Linkage Planning

• Balancing multiple 
goals

• Development pressure
• Narrow linkage
• Multiple road barriers 



Thank You.
Questions?
mvernon@openspacetrust.org
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