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The burrowing owl condition eludes to or mentions checking the nesting habitat in summer and fall—why fall and not just summer?
Per Condition 15 of the Habitat Plan, habitat surveys in occupied burrowing owl nesting habitat are required in both breeding and non-breeding seasons. The survey methodology is consistent with other accepted survey protocols for burrowing owl (California Burrowing Owl Consortium 1993). Preconstruction surveys are only required if suitable habitat is identified during the habitat survey and if the project does not fully avoid impacts on suitable habitat (Habitat Plan, page 6-63).
The burrowing owl habitat survey is required prior to construction, regardless of time of year. For example, if construction is scheduled to begin in October, the habitat survey can be conducted during the non-breeding season prior to construction instead of waiting until the breeding season the following year to conduct surveys to determine the presence of suitable habitat. Only one survey is required to determine if suitable habitat occurs on a project site. If suitable habitat is identified during the habitat survey and the project does not fully avoid impacts on suitable habitat, preconstruction surveys are required.
Are there standard methods prescribed for plant counts?

Surveys for covered plants will be performed according to the current applicable guidelines of California Department of Fish and Wildlife and/or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for plant surveys (if available), except no floristic surveys are required (Habitat Plan, page 6-77). The appropriate survey period for each covered plant species is described in Table 6-9. The application package must describe the methods used for the required plant surveys and results of these surveys (Habitat Plan, page 6-96).

The plant survey language used in the Habitat Plan is based on covered plant occurrences: 
To ensure that plants are adequately conserved relative to impacts of covered activities, plant surveys will identify occurrences of covered plants that may be affected by covered activities (see Section 5.3.1, Land Acquisition and Restoration Actions, Incorporating Covered Plant Species). Surveys are required in locations where covered plant occurrences are most likely to occur. (Habitat Plan, page 6-76)

For all but one covered species, a plant occurrence is defined as a group of individuals that are separated by at least 0.25 mile from other groups of individuals of the same species or subspecies. For Santa Clara Valley dudleya, a distinct occurrence is ecologically a group of individuals on a rock outcrop. (Habitat Plan, page 5-45)

The survey area colors of tri-color blackbird and least Bell’s vireo cannot be distinguished where they overlap.
To minimize confusion, the Geobrowser has been updated to show more distinct colors representing the survey area species.  The Information button (within the toolbar) can also be used to reveal which layers are shown. 

The APN search is difficult to back out from; starting a new search requires quitting the Geobrowser and restarting it.
Once a parcel is found using the APN search, a new APN search can be conducted by clicking on the SEARCH button below the Parcel Search Results box. Users can also scroll out (zoom out) using the bar within the GIS and can “clear” the search results by using the CLEAR button at the top of the Parcel Search Results box.  

Some layers do not scale up and down correctly when zooming in and out on the aerials.

This glitch may be specific to particular web browsers. The main mapping library for the Geobrowser has been updated and will be continue to be modified to address this issue.  
Regarding plant surveys, if there is a drought that results in a poor or non-existent blooming period, can you proceed with surveys, satisfy the condition, and construct the project?  
As Dave Johnston (California Department of Fish and Wildlife) answered during the training, “You cannot confirm no take with an inadequate blooming period, so you have to wait until blooming season conditions allow you to confirm no take.”  

Per the Habitat Plan, plant surveys must be conducted at the time of year when the species can be identified in the field. The survey periods in Table 6-9 for covered plant species should be used as a guide. Some plants can be readily identified by qualified botanists outside of the species’ blooming period (Habitat Plan, page 6-77). 

Regarding compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), what is the process for reconciling Habitat Plan compliance with pre-existing CEQA mitigation that applies to the same areas (e.g., mitigation pertaining to burrowing owls or California tiger salamanders)? 
The Habitat Plan provides programmatic mitigation for the 18 plant and wildlife species and sensitive resources (riparian/wetlands) addressed under the Plan.  As a Habitat Plan that has been approved by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish and Wildlife, this programmatic mitigation would supersede any CEQA mitigation that applies to the same species and resources. In instances where a development project was previously evaluated under CEQA and was assigned CEQA mitigation (e.g., preconstruction surveys or habitat preservation) and will now become a covered project under the Habitat Plan, compliance with the Habitat Plan would replace these pre-existing mitigation measures. 

Each local agency would follow, on a case-by-case basis, the administrative methodology for (a) conducting this comparative analysis (b) documenting this supersedence, and (c) making appropriate findings under CEQA in acknowledgement.  Depending upon the circumstances, a local agency may require this disclosure to occur before the approval body (planning commission) that approved the project, or this could occur at a staff level.  Section 15074.1 of the CEQA Guidelines describes a methodology to be used for substituting mitigation measures for a proposed mitigated negative declaration.  It is important to note that this methodology applies to mitigated negative declarations prior to approval of a project.  
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