Wildlife Agency Memorandum
Date: September 3, 2015
To: Joseph Terry, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
From:

Dave Johnston, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Edmund Sullivan, Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency
Terah Donovan and Kailash Mozumder, ICF International

Cc:
Subject: Participating Special Entity: Pacific Gas & Electric, T‐1065 Hydrotest Project

Summary
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) submitted their application to the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency on
August 11, 2015 to be considered for Participating Special Entity (PSE) status under the Santa Clara
Valley Habitat Plan (Habitat Plan) for the T‐1065 Hydrotest Project (proposed project). The Habitat
Agency reviewed their application materials and provided comments that required revisions. The
proposed project will result in 6 acres of impacts, of which 1.7 acres are to agriculture/developed and
urban/suburban and do not result in any fees. Of the remaining 4.3 acres of impacts 2.8 acres are
temporary and 1.5 acres are permanent. The proposed project will result in unavoidable impacts to
three covered plant species; Coyote ceanothus (Ceanothus ferrisiae), smooth lessingia (Lessingia
micradenia var. glabrata), most beautiful jewelflower (Streptanthus albidus ssp. peramoenus) and habitat
for one covered wildlife species, Bay Checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas editha baynesis). Focused
surveys for these species determined that project related impacts will result in a loss to portions of the
individual occurrences and will not remove an entire occurrence.
PG&E provided documentation of compliance for all conditions that apply to the proposed project,
namely, Condition 1, Condition 2, Condition 3, Condition 8, Condition 10, Condition 13, Condition 19 and
Condition 20. The development areas are within Fee Zones A and B and Urban Areas. The land cover
fees are $27,006.00 for 1.5 acres of permanent impacts to Fee Zone A and $1,950.18 for 2.8 acres of
temporary impacts to Fee Zones A and B. Permanent (1.3 acres) and temporary (2.6 acres) impacts to
serpentine areas result in $82,254.74 in specialty fees. Total fees will include the mitigation fee
($111,210.93), the PSE charge ($11,121.09) and administrative charges (to be determined). In order to
maintain compliance with the stay ahead provision in the Habitat Plan PG&E has committed that no later
than 5 years from the time of the first impacts to Coyote Ceanothus resulting from the Anderson Dam
seismic retrofit project, PG&E and the Habitat Agency shall work together using the land acquisition
process to protect property(s) approved by PG&E and Habitat Agency to fulfill the mitigation obligations
resulting from PG&E’s hydrotest T‐1065 on gas line 300B. Specific mechanisms of land acquisition may
include mitigation bank credits, conservation easement(s), or fee‐title purchase. The following sections
provide additional information describing the project, impacts to land cover types, applicable
conditions, findings, and impact fees. The Habitat Agency recommends approval of this project.
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Project Description

PG&E is proposing to conduct hydrotesting along approximately 0.98 mile of gas pipeline L‐300B which
runs through portions of Coyote Ridge in Santa Clara County, CA. This work will result in 5.6 acres of
temporary impacts and 0.4 acres of permanent impacts (Table 1). In order to conduct this hydrotesting,
five work locations (A‐E) have been identified as the necessary access points where the pipeline must be
excavated (Figure 1). Due to the large elevation change along this segment of the pipeline the test must
be divided into four individual hydrotests. Direct access to the pipeline is needed at both ends of each
hydrotest resulting in five excavation sites. These excavations are required to install test heads on the
ends of the test segment and remove pipeline features that prevent pipeline inspection equipment
(PIGs) from traveling through the pipeline. Ensuring that PIGs can pass through the pipeline is a
prerequisite for hydrotesting as PIGs are used to clean the pipe prior to the hydrotest, fill it with water
for the hydrotest, and dewater it following the hydrotest. The project has been designed to minimize
both permanent and temporary disturbances.
Activities at the individual tests locations A‐E are described below:

Location A:

Location A is the southernmost test end for the hydrotest and it is located at 2437 Cochrane Road. All
work at this location will take place within a disturbed area consisting of pavement and developed
agriculture. This area was classified as agriculture developed during the land cover mapping (Figure 2,
Map 1). A 27‐foot by 8‐foot excavation for the hydrostatic testing head (test head) and an 8‐foot by 8‐
foot sniff hole excavation will be located at this work location. A sniff hole is used as a safety precaution
to detect gas intrusions into the pipeline during the test. All equipment, including 19 Baker tanks (water
storage tanks), will be staged within a 220‐foot by 270‐foot (1.4‐acre) staging area. This location is
within the urban area fee zone and the urban service area boundary based on the Santa Clara Valley
Habitat Agency’s Geobrowser.
Per the SCV HCP guidelines, the impacted area for each land cover type was rounded to the nearest tenth
of an acre, and the temporary disturbance area includes a 10‐foot buffer around the work area. A total
of 1.6 acre of the agriculture developed land cover type will be temporarily disturbed at this location.

Location B:

Location B is the northernmost test head location and it is located approximately 800 feet upslope of
Location D. An 8‐foot by 24‐foot excavation for the test head and an 8‐foot by 8‐foot sniff hole
excavation will be within this area. These excavations will be located within an approximately 15,000
square foot (0.34 acre) work area. The same access road that will be used to access Location D will be
used to access Location B. Once this access road enters the dense stand of mixed serpentine chaparral
the access road splits, one fork goes to Location D, and the other to Location B. Similar to the road that
leads to Location D, the road to Location B will have vegetation trimmed to 12‐feet wide to allow
equipment to access the site (See Figure 7). Multiple coyote ceanothus (Ceanothus ferrisiae) will be
trimmed and/or removed to allow for access along this portion of the access road.
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Per the SCV HCP guidelines, the impacted area for each land cover type was rounded to the nearest tenth
of an acre, and the temporary disturbance areas described below include a 10‐foot buffer around the
work area. The work area associated with Location B is within Mixed Serpentine Chaparral. Any
impacts to areas within coyote ceanothus (or other shrub) habitat will be counted as a permanent
impact, resulting in 0.5 acres of permanent impacts as a result of the two excavations and shrub clearing
(See Figure 2 Map 2). This location is within Fee Zone A (Ranchlands and Natural Lands) and the
serpentine fee zone. This location is suitable habitat for the Bay checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas
editha bayensis), and several coyote ceanothus are located within the work area.
Soil testing for phytophthora was conducted at this location at the request of the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the Santa Clara Valley
Water District (SCVWD). No phytophthora was detected within this work area. See Attachment 6 for a
report documenting these surveys.
For fire safety, all vegetation within this work area will be removed. To aid in restoration of the work
area post‐project, the work area will not be graded. During site restoration the woody vegetation will be
chipped and crimped into the soil to aid in soil stabilization.
Areas that will be excavated will have the top 2 inches of soil stripped and stockpiled separately from
the subsoil. All excavated materials will remain on site within the work area, and native materials will be
used to backfill the excavations. The stockpiled topsoil will then be re‐spread over the backfilled
excavations.

Location C:

Location C is at 19050 Malaguerra Avenue. A 4‐foot by 4‐foot excavation at an existing gas pipeline
regulator is required to temporarily remove the regulators in preparation of the hydrotest. No
mechanized equipment will be used for this excavation; all excavation will be accomplished using hand
tools. A 20‐foot by 20‐foot staging area on paved surfaces within 19050 Malaguerra Avenue will be used
for Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) staging and hook‐up to provide gas to the customer while the line is
out of service for the hydrotest.
Soil testing for phytophthora was conducted at this location and the soil pathogen was not detected
within this work area (Attachment 6).
Per the SCV HCP guidelines, the areas impacted for each land cover type have been rounded to the
nearest tenth of an acre, and the temporary disturbance areas at this location include a 10‐foot buffer
around the work area. This location is within the California Annual Grassland, Mixed Oak Woodland and
Forest, and Urban/ Suburban communities. This location is within Fee Zone B, the urban area fee zone
and the urban service area boundary. Impacts to areas in Mixed Oak Woodland and Forest habitat will
be counted as a permanent impact, resulting in 0.1 acres of permanent impacts and 0.1 acres of
temporary impacts to California annual grassland, and urban/ suburban communities (See Figure 2 Map
3).
For fire safety, all herbaceous vegetation will be removed from this work area.
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Location D:

Location D is located to the north and immediately upslope of Location E. Two test head excavations
will occur at this location, the southernmost excavation is known as Excavation D1, and the
northernmost is Excavation D2. Excavation D1 is an 8‐foot by 27‐foot excavation that is located on the
slope leading to Location E. Excavation D2 is an 8‐foot by 27‐foot excavation located in a relatively flat
area that is approximately 160‐feet north of Excavation D1. These test head excavations must occur due
to the elevation change between this location and Locations B (northbound) and E (southbound), and
the change in elevation between Excavations D1 and D2. These excavations and associated staging will
occur within a 42,400 square foot (0.98 acre) work area. The existing access road from Kirby Canyon
Landfill will be used to access this location. No grading or earthmoving work is required for this access
road, but several discrete locations within the road will be filled with gravel. These locations have
erosion or deep tire ruts within the access road that will be filled to ease access and prevent further
erosion. This access road passes through a dense stand of Mixed Serpentine Chaparral, and vegetation
along the existing access road will be trimmed to 12‐feet wide to allow for equipment to access the site
without damaging adjacent plants. Multiple coyote ceanothus will be trimmed and/or removed to allow
for access along this portion of the access road.
Soil testing for phytophthora was conducted at this location and the soil pathogen was not detected
within this work area (Attachment 6).
Per the SCV HCP guidelines, the impacted area for each land cover type was rounded to the nearest tenth
of an acre, and the temporary disturbance areas include a 10‐foot buffer around the work area. The
work area associated with Location D is within mixed serpentine chaparral and serpentine bunchgrass
grassland communities (See Figure 2 Map 4). Any impacts to areas within coyote ceanothus (or other
shrub) habitat will be counted as a permanent impact, resulting in 0.5 acres of permanent impacts to
mixed serpentine chaparral as a result of the two excavations and shrub clearing (See Figure 2, Map 4).
A total of 0.9 acre of serpentine bunchgrass grassland land cover type will be temporarily impacted and
0.1 acre will be permanently impacted in the work area. This location is suitable habitat for the Bay
checkerspot butterfly, and has coyote ceanothus, most‐beautiful jewelflower (Streptanthus albidus ssp.
albidus), and smooth lessingia (Lessingia micradenia var. glabrata) within the work area. These
populations of the covered plants are part of much larger occurrences as shown in Figures 6 and the
Special‐status Plant Survey Report included as Attachment 4. This location is within Fee Zone A
(Ranchlands and Natural Lands) and the serpentine fee zone.
For fire safety, all vegetation within this work area will be removed. To aid in restoration of the work
area post‐project, the work area will not be graded. During site restoration the woody vegetation will be
chipped and crimped into the soil to aid in soil stabilization.
Areas that will be excavated will have the top 2 inches of soil stripped and stockpiled separately from
the subsoil. All excavated materials will remain on site within the work area, and native materials will
be used to backfill the excavations. The stockpiled topsoil will then be re‐spread over the backfilled
excavations.
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Location E:

Location E is north of Location C on the slope leading to Coyote Ridge. This location will have an 8‐foot
by 27‐foot excavation for a test head. This test head must be located at this point due to the elevation
change between this location and Location A, and the associated water pressure change at the lowest
point in the gas pipeline during the hydrotest. The excavation will occur within a 19,474 square foot
(0.45 acre) work area. Construction of a 20‐foot wide temporary access road from the Sheriff’s facility
located adjacent to Location C is required to safely transport equipment to the excavation location. This
access road will require grading in several locations, some minor tree trimming and removal, and
removal of several coyote ceanothus plants.
Soil testing for Phytophthora was conducted at this location and the soil pathogen was not detected
within this work area (Attachment 6).
Per the SCV HCP guidelines, the impacted area for each land cover type was rounded to the nearest tenth
of an acre, and temporary disturbance areas described below include a 10‐foot buffer around the work
area. The work area associated with Location E is within mixed serpentine chaparral, mixed oak
woodland and forest, California annual grassland and serpentine bunchgrass grassland communities
(See Figure 2 Map 5). A total of 0.1 acre of California annual grassland, and 0.5 acre of serpentine
bunchgrass grassland land cover types will be temporarily impacted in the work area and temporary
access road. A total of 0.2 acre of mixed serpentine chaparral and 0.1 acre of mixed oak woodland and
forest will be permanently impacted, these permanent impacts are associated with the footprint of the
excavation, and grading for the temporary access road. The project is within Fee Zone A (Ranchlands
and Natural Lands). This location is suitable habitat for the Bay checkerspot butterfly, and coyote
ceanothus.
For fire safety, all vegetation within this work area will be removed. To aid in restoration of the work
area post‐project, the work area will not be graded. During site restoration the woody vegetation will be
chipped and crimped into the soil to aid in soil stabilization.
Areas that will be excavated or graded will have the top 2 inches of soil stripped and stockpiled
separately from the subsoil. All excavated materials will remain on site within the work area, and native
materials will be used to backfill the excavations. The stockpiled topsoil will then be re‐spread over the
backfilled excavations.

Temporary Staging Area:

An approximately 40,000 square foot (0.91 acre) staging area located north of Location B will be used
for construction equipment storage and vehicle parking, this is to minimize the equipment and vehicles
that access Locations B and D. This location is within Fee Zone A (Ranchlands and Natural Lands) and
will also have the serpentine fee zone applied. This location is suitable habitat for the Bay checkerspot
butterfly, no covered plants are located within the work area.
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Per the SCV HCP guidelines, the impacted area for each land cover type was rounded to the nearest tenth
of an acre, and temporary disturbance areas described below include a 10‐foot buffer around the work
area. A total of 1.1 acre of serpentine bunchgrass grassland will be temporarily impacted at this
Location (See Figure 2 Map 6). No permanent impacts will occur at this location.
For fire safety, all vegetation within this work area will be removed. No grading or excavation will take
place within this staging area.

Wheel Washing Station:

A wheel washing station will be placed at the top of the Kirby Canyon Landfill adjacent to the gate that
leads to Santa Clara Valley Water District Property. This wheel washing station will be placed on the
access road. All vehicles accessing or departing from Locations B, D, and the Temporary Staging Area
will drive over this station and have their wheels, undercarriage and sides cleaned to minimize the
potential for the spread of phytophthora. A similar wash station will be placed at Location E within the
parking lot for the Sheriff’s Facility and within an area covered with woodchips. Attachment 7 shows an
example of the wheel washing station that will be used at these work locations.
Per the SCV HCP guidelines, the impacted area for each land cover type was rounded to the nearest tenth
of an acre, and temporary disturbance areas described below include a 10‐foot buffer around the work
area. A total of 0.1 acre of Serpentine Bunchgrass Grassland will be temporarily impacted at this
Location (See Figure 2 Map 7). No permanent impacts will occur at this location.
These wheel washing stations are self‐contained and collect and hold the water used for the washing so
that it doesn’t runoff from the site. These units will require occasional maintenance to off haul water
and fill them with new water. No excavation or grading will be required at this work location. For fire
safety, all vegetation within this work area will be removed.

Impacts
Land Cover Impacts
The proposed project will result in 6 acres of impacts, of which 1.7 acres are to agriculture/developed
and urban/suburban and do not result in any fees. Of the remaining 4.3 acres of impacts 2.8 acres are
temporary and 1.5 acres are permanent (Table 1a and Table 1b).
The proposed project will result in a total of 1.5 acres of permanent impacts to Fee Zone A and 2.8 acres
of temporary impacts to Fee Zones A and B (Table 1). The proposed development area (project
footprint) was used to calculate impacts. Figures 2 and 3 display the land cover types within the
proposed project parcels.
The proposed project impacts to natural land cover will occur within California annual grassland (0.2
acres temporary), serpentine bunchgrass grassland (2.6 acres temporary & 0.1 acres permanent), mixed
serpentine chaparral (1.2 acres permanent) and mixed oak woodland and forest (0.2 acres permanent).

PG&E T‐1065 Hydrotest Project
September 3, 2015
Page 7 of 16

Table 1a. Summarized Natural Communities and Land Cover Impacts in the Development
Area

Natural community and land cover types
(acres)

Acreage of
land cover
“permanent
ly impacted”
by project

Acreage of
land cover
“temporaril
y impacted”
by project

Grasslands
California Annual Grassland
Serpentine Bunchgrass Grassland

0.2 acres
0.1 acres

2.6 acres

Chaparral and Northern Coastal Scrub
Mixed Serpentine Chaparral

1.2 acres

Oak Woodland
Mixed Oak Woodland and Forest

0.2 acres

Agriculture & Developed
Agriculture Developed

1.6 acres

Urban‐Suburban

0.1 acres

Total

1.5 acres

4.5 acres
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Totals

Wheel Wash

Staging Area

Location E

Location D

Location C

Impact
type

Location B

Natural community and land
cover types
(acres)

Location A

Table 1b. Detailed Natural Communities and Land Cover Impacts in the Development Area

Grasslands
California Annual Grassland
Serpentine Bunchgrass
Grassland

Temporary

0.1

0.1

0.2

Permanent
Temporary

0.9

Permanent

0.1

0.5

1.1

0.1

2.6
0.1

Chaparral and Northern Coastal
Scrub
Mixed Serpentine Chaparral

Temporary
Permanent

0.5

0.5

0.2

1.2

0.1

0.2

Oak Woodland
Mixed Oak Woodland and
Forest

Temporary
Permanent

0.1

Agriculture & Developed
Agriculture Developed
Urban‐Suburban
Subtotal

Temporary

1.6

1.6

Permanent
Temporary

0.1

0.1

Permanent
Temporary

1.6

Permanent

Total

1.6

0.2

0.9

0.6

0.5

0.1

0.6

0.3

0.5

0.3

1.5

0.9

1.1

0.1

4.5
1.5

1.1

0.1

6.0

Covered Species Impacts

The proposed project will result in unavoidable impacts to the following covered plant and wildlife
species; Coyote ceanothus, smooth lessingia, most beautiful jewelflower and Bay Checkerspot
butterfly. The details of these impacts are discussed below:


Coyote Ceanothus – impacts to this species will occur along the access roads (64 plants
removed and 152 plants trimmed) and at work Location B (11 plants removed), Location D
(65 plants removed), and Location E (6 plants removed). In total, the anticipated impacts
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from proposed project activities will result in the removal of 146 plants and the trimming of
152 plants. The proposed activities will impact a portion of CNDDB occurrence # 6, and will
not result in complete removal of this occurrence.
Smooth Lessingia ‐ impacts to this species will occur along the access roads and at work
Location D. The proposed activities will impact a portion of CNDDB occurrence # 5, and a
potential new occurrence associated with the existing CNDDB record. Surveys conducted in
2015 estimated the population totals for these occurrences to be approximately 110,000‐
220,000 plants. Proposed project related impacts will result in partial impacts to the
known occurrence.
Most Beautiful Jewelflower ‐ impacts to this species will occur along the access roads and
at work Location D. The proposed activities will impact a portion of the observed
occurrence. This occurrence was not mapped on CNDDB, and is most closely associated
with CNDDB occurrence # 3. Surveys conducted in 2015 estimated the population totals for
this occurrences to be approximately 124‐5,225 plants. Proposed project related impacts
will result in partial impacts to the observed occurrence.
Bay Checkerspot Butterfly – suitable habitat was identified for this species along all access
roads, temporary staging area and work Locations B, D, and E. Surveys conducted in 2015
documented adult butterflies along all access roads, in work area Locations D and E, within
the temporary staging area and wheel washing location.

Conditions
Eight conditions apply to the proposed project. The application materials document how PG&E will
comply with the following conditions.


Condition 1. Avoid Direct Impacts on Legally Protected Plant and Wildlife Species.
Contra Costa goldfields, bald eagle, American peregrine falcon, southern bald eagle, white‐tailed
kite, California condor, and Ring‐tailed cat have not been identified to occur within the project
area. There are no suitable habitat links or corridors between known populations of these
species and the project area. The project will comply with Condition 1 because the species will
not be present in the project area and no direct impacts on these protected species would occur.
The project is not expected to have any impacts on Contra Costa goldfields, bald eagle, American
peregrine falcon, southern bald eagle, white‐tailed kite, California condor, and ring‐tailed cat.
If construction begins during the typical breeding season for raptors and migratory birds
covered under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
(February 15 to September 15), pre‐construction surveys will be conducted by a qualified
biologist within 72 hours prior to commencement of construction to determine
presence/absence of nests in and within 500 feet of the study area. If no nests are found during
the survey, no further actions will be necessary. If nests are found, California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW) and/or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) will be consulted to
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determine the appropriate avoidance measures. If construction begins outside of the breeding
season, no pre‐construction surveys are necessary. If active nests are identified during the pre‐
construction surveys, they will be protected during the breeding season while the nest is
occupied with adults and/or young. The occupied nest will be monitored by a qualified biologist
to determine when the nest is no longer in use. Protection will include the establishment of a no‐
disturbance buffer around the nest and highly visible temporary construction fencing will
delineate the identified buffer zone. No construction will occur within this buffer zone unless
approved by CDFW and or USFWS.


Condition 2. Incorporate Urban‐Reserve System Interface Design Requirements.
This condition applies to projects that Overlap the Urban Reserve System Interface Zones and
helps lessen impacts that can result (e.g., through runoff, noise, introduction of invasive species)
when development occurs near reserve areas. This project does not involve any new
development. It is a mandatory maintenance activity on an existing gas pipeline. No new above‐
ground structures or structures will be installed by this project. This will have no effect on
runoff, noise, or introduction of invasive species.



Condition 3. Maintain Hydrologic Conditions and Protect Water Quality.
This condition applies to all Habitat Plan covered projects. All measures applicable to this
project are included in the Conditions 3, 4, and 5 compliance tables in the application package.
This project will implement a SWPPP and appropriate best management practices will be
implemented around the perimeter of the work areas and the access road at Location E to
minimize the potential for stormwater discharge, runoff, and erosion into adjacent areas.



Condition 8. Implement Avoidance and Minimization Measures for Rural Road
Maintenance.
This condition applies to projects that involve O&M activities (e.g., utility line maintenance,
vegetation management, road maintenance) on or along rural roads and helps minimize
sediment discharge, disturbance of nesting covered bird species, and the spread of nonnative
invasive species. Vehicular trips along the access roads to Locations B, D, and E will be
minimized to the extent feasible through carpooling and only essential personnel accessing the
sites. To minimize the potential for spread of invasive species and Phytophthora wheel wash
and vehicle undercarriage stations will be set up at the top of the landfill prior to the SCVWD
gate and the access road to Locations B and D, and also at the Sheriff’s facility at Location E. All
vehicles will arrive at these wash stations clean and free of sediments, and will be cleaned
another time before accessing the site, they will also be cleaned at the wheel wash station upon
existing the access road. Work activities will be conducted outside of the nesting bird season so
impacts to nesting birds are not anticipated. No grading of the access roads to Locations B and D
will occur, and only minimal existing erosional channels within these access roads will be filled
with rock to minimize the potential for increased degradation of these areas.



Condition 10. Fuel Buffer.
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This condition applies to projects that are covered under the Habitat Plan and located within
Reserve System lands; or in the Diablo Range or Santa Cruz Mountains; or in grassland,
chaparral, oak woodland, or conifer woodland types; or in areas designated by the County as a
very high fire hazard severity zones. This condition helps provide fire protection by establishing
minimum standards for removing brush, flammable vegetation, or combustible growth near
occupied structures. To minimize the potential for fire, the existing access road to Locations B
and D will be string trimmed/mowed to a width of 12‐feet, and the work areas at Locations B, D,
and E will similarly be string trimmed/mowed. All vegetation down to the ground surface will
be removed, and either offhauled from the site, or segregated within the work area that it was
removed from. This vegetation will then be chipped/shredded, and used during site
stabilization.


Condition 13. Serpentine and Associated Covered Species Avoidance and Minimization.
This condition applies to projects that are located on sites with serpentine soils and helps to
minimize or avoid impacts on serpentine soils by prescribing surveys, plant salvage, and other
requirements. Extensive plant surveys and Bay checkerspot butterfly surveys have taken place
within the access roads and work areas associated with the project, these survey reports and
mapped occurrences of the covered plants and Bay checkerspot butterfly were included with
the HCP application. The work areas associated with the project were designed to avoid as
many covered species and the highest quality serpentine habitats to the extent feasible while
still allowing for a safe working environment that allowed work to proceed. The HCP
administrators and agencies were informed of the construction schedule so that plant salvage
could be considered and potentially implemented.



Condition 19. Plant Salvage when Impacts are Unavoidable.
This condition applies to projects that cannot avoid impacts on covered plants and helps
protects covered plants by prescribing salvage whenever avoidance of impacts is not feasible.
The work locations associated with the project will be temporarily impacted and only small
numbers of covered species will be taken by construction activities. PG&E does not propose to
salvage or transplant covered plants due to the limited work locations associated with the
project and concerns regarding soil pathogens with transplanted plants. Plant salvage was
discussed with the HCP administrators and resource agencies during initial project planning.
This was determined to not be feasible and would result in a limited chance of survival of the
transplanted plants. The resource agencies were also concerned about Phytophthora and the
potential for spreading it during transplanting. As the covered annual plants have already
senesced, salvage of the plants and seed materials is not feasible. Where excavation will occur
the top 2” of the topsoil will be segregated separately and respreads over the excavation site to
aid in preservation of the native seedbank.



Condition 20. Avoid and Minimize Impacts to Covered Plant Occurrences.
This condition applies to projects that are located in areas where covered plant species are
likely to occur and within a covered plant survey area; this condition helps protect certain plant
species by requiring plant surveys, specific avoidance and minimization practices (e.g., using
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seclusion fencing), and monitoring. The appropriate plant surveys were conducted during the
appropriate blooming period for the covered plants. The results of these surveys are included in
the HCP application. Covered plants were avoided to the extent feasible by designing the work
areas to avoid as many plants as possible, and also avoiding the highest quality serpentine
habitats. These work areas will be surrounded by high visibility fencing to minimize the
potential to impact adjacent areas.
Covered Plant Surveys
Surveys for the relevant plant species were conducted in 2015 during the appropriate blooming
periods for the species, and Figures 6 and 7 show the locations of the covered plant populations.
Documentation on each population of the covered plants, and which occurrences they
correspond to, is included in the Special‐status Plant Survey Report included as Attachment 4.
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) forms are also included for these populations, in
Attachment 4.
Avoidance and Minimization
The work locations associated with the project have been minimized to the extent feasible, while
still allowing the work to proceed in a safe manner. To further minimize any potential impacts
to covered plants, the work areas at Locations B, D, E, and the temporary staging area will be
surrounded by fencing to delineate the work area boundary. This fencing will consist of rope
and t‐posts, orange construction fencing, or similar high visibility fencing. On the steep slopes
downslope of the Location D work area, silt fencing may be installed to minimize the potential
for sediments to roll downslope.
Site Monitoring, Assessment, and Management
Work activities at Location D will take place within a population of smooth lessingia and most‐
beautiful jewelflower. These populations are very extensive as shown on Figures 6 and 7, and
connect with documented occurrences for smooth Lessingia and for most‐beautiful jewelflower
at the Anderson Dam Spillway (CNDDB Occurrences 6 and 87, respectively). Impacts to these
covered plant populations are expected to be less than 5% of the total occurrence as due to the
limited number of plants within the work area relative to the larger occurrence and suitable
habitat in the area. Per the HCP, impacts to less than 5% of the total occurrence for these plant
species do not require monitoring, nor will it count as a permanent impact.
Coyote ceanothus impacts are expected to be less than 5% of the total occurrence, but per the
HCP, follow up monitoring by the Implementing Entity (Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency) is
required. It is expected that this monitoring will occur for a 5‐year period post‐construction.

Fees
The total Habitat Plan mitigation fees are $111,210.93 (Table 2). The development area is within
land cover Fee Zones A & B (Figure 5 ‐ GeoBrowser Parcel Report). The land cover fees are
$27,006.00 for permanent impacts and $1,950.18 for temporary impacts. Permanent and
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temporary impacts to serpentine areas result in $82,254.74 in specialty fees. For these specialty
fees the permanent impact fees are $76,161.80 and the temporary impact fees are $6,092.94.

Table 2. Permanent and Temporary Impact Fees and Charges
Fee type

Impact
type

Fee
rate

Acres
(or
linear
feet)

Fee
Multiplication
Factor

Total

Land Cover Fees
Zone A

Permanent
Temporary
Permanent

Zone B

Temporary

$18,004
per
acre
$12,482
per
acre

1.5

$27,006.00

2.5

$1,800.40

0.3

0.04

$149.78

Special Fees (fees are in addition to land cover fees)
Permanent
Serpentine

Temporary

$58,586
per
acre

1.3
2.6

Total Mitigation Fees
PSE Charge ($5,000 or 10% of mitigation
fees, whichever is greater)
Administrative Costs

$76,161.80
0.04

$6,092.94
$111,210.93
$11,121.09
Reimbursement
of actual costs

Findings
The Implementation Board may approve a PSE Agreement only if it makes each of the following
findings:
1. The proposed activity complies with all terms and requirements of the Governing
Documents. The application from PG&E for the T‐1065 Hydrotest Project has been reviewed for
consistency with the adopted Habitat Plan, Implementation Agreement, and other applicable
governing documents and has been found to be consistent with the terms and requirements of
those documents.
Finding 1: Met
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2. The Wildlife Agencies have concurred in writing with approval of the PSE. This
memorandum is provided to the Wildlife Agencies to seek approval or rejection.
Concurrence or rejection will be documented.
Finding 2: Met
3. The impacts of the proposed activity fall within those analyzed in the Habitat Plan, the
ESA Section 7 biological opinion for the Habitat Plan, and the Plan’s EIR/EIS in general
type, location, magnitude and effects. The impacts of proposed activities of the T‐1065
Hydrotest Project have been reviewed for consistency with the Habitat Plan, the ESA Section 7
biological opinion for the Habitat Plan, and the Plan’s EIR/EIS and have been found to be
consistent in general type, location, magnitude and effects.
Finding 3: Met
4. The impacts of the proposed activity do not deplete the amount of take coverage to such
an extent that not enough is available for future Covered Activities. The impacts of
proposed activities of the T‐1065 Hydrotest Project have been analyzed for consistency with the
Habitat Plan and have been found, individually and in combination with other PSE applications,
to not deplete take coverage to an unwarranted extent.

Covered Species

Coyote Ceanothus

Take Limitation

limit 3,650 individuals or
5% of the population
adjacent to Anderson Dam

Proposed Level of
Take

298 plants (146
removed and 152
trimmed)

Compliance with
Finding #4
Partial impacts to a
plant occurrence
triggers Condition 20.
Monitoring of the
affected occurrence will
be conducted to ensure
that the occurrence
continues to be viable.
In addition PG&E will
contribute to the
purchase of land to
fulfill the mitigation
obligations, see text for
Finding #5 below.

Smooth lessingia

6 occurrences

Partial impacts to
CNDDB occurrence
# 5 and one
potentially new
occurrence

Partial impacts to a
plant occurrence
triggers Condition 20.
Monitoring of the
affected occurrence will
be conducted to ensure
that the occurrence
continues to be viable.
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Covered Species

Most‐beautiful
Jewelflower

Bay Checkerspot
Butterfly

Proposed Level of
Take

Compliance with
Finding #4

6 occurrences

Partial impacts to
new occurrence
closely associates
with CNDDB
occurrence # 3

Partial impacts to a
plant occurrence
triggers Condition 20.
Monitoring of the
affected occurrence will
be conducted to ensure
that the occurrence
continues to be viable.

Serpentine Bunchgrass
Grassland limit 91 acres
(temp), 550 acres (perm)

2.6 acres of
temporary and 0.1
acres of permanent
impacts to
serpentine
bunchgrass
grassland

The total acreage of
temporary and
permanent impacts is
very low and will not
prevent the ability to
cover future projects.

Take Limitation

Finding 4: Met
5. The proposed activity does not conflict with the conservation strategy or the ability of the
Agency to meet Habitat Plan goals and objectives. The proposed activities of the T‐1065
Hydrotest Project have been analyzed and have been found to not conflict with the conservation
strategy or ability of the Agency to meet Habitat Plan goals and objectives.
No later than 5 years from the time of the first impacts to Coyote Ceanothus resulting from the
Anderson Dam seismic retrofit project, PG&E and the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency
(SCVHA) shall work together using the land acquisition process to protect property(s) approved
by PG&E and SCVHA to fulfill the mitigation obligations resulting from PG&E’s hydrotest T‐1065
on gas line 300B. Specific mechanisms of land acquisition may include mitigation bank credits,
conservation easement(s), or fee‐title purchase.
Finding 5: Met
6. The PSE Agreement will further the ability of the Agency to implement Habitat Plan goals
and objectives. Implementation of the T‐1065 Hydrotest Project activities will further the
ability of the Habitat Agency to implement Habitat Plan goals and objectives through payment of
fees and facilitating use of the Habitat Plan's conditions of approval for an activity not directly
covered by the Habitat Plan's permits and requirements.
No later than 5 years from the time of the first impacts to Coyote Ceanothus resulting from the
Anderson Dam seismic retrofit project, PG&E and the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency
(SCVHA) shall work together using the land acquisition process to protect property(s) approved
by PG&E and SCVHA to fulfill the mitigation obligations resulting from PG&E’s hydrotest T‐1065
on gas line 300B. Specific mechanisms of land acquisition may include mitigation bank credits,
conservation easement(s), or fee‐title purchase.
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Finding 6: Met
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Figure 5-GeoBrowser Parcel Report

General Information
APN

72948005

Address
Recorded Area

539.70 acres

City

◾ SAN JOSE (545.9 acres)

Urban Service Area

N/A

Planning Limits of Urban Growth

N/A

Habitat Plan Information
Habitat Plan Permit Area

YES

Private Development Areas

◾ Area 1: Private Development Covered

Land Cover

◾
◾
◾
◾
◾
◾
◾
◾
◾
◾

Land Cover Fee Zones

◾ Fee Zone A (Ranchlands and Natural Lands) (545.9 acres)

Potential Wetland Fee Zones

◾ Mixed Riparian Forest and Woodland (1.6 acres)
◾ Seasonal Wetland (6.1 acres)

Potential Serpentine Fee Zones

◾ Serpentine Fee Zone (379.4 acres)

California Annual Grassland (92.2 acres)
Seasonal Wetland (6.1 acres)
Northern Coastal Scrub / Diablan Sage Scrub (27.2 acres)
Mixed Riparian Forest and Woodland (1.6 acres)
Serpentine Bunchgrass Grassland (111.9 acres)
Rock Outcrop (1.5 acres)
Mixed Oak Woodland and Forest (3.4 acres)
Coast Live Oak Forest and Woodland (10.9 acres)
Mixed Serpentine Chaparral (209.3 acres)
Foothill Pine - Oak Woodland (81.8 acres)

Burrowing Owl Survey and Fee Zone

N/A

Wildlife Survey Areas

◾ Bay Checkerspot Butterfly (116 acres)
◾ Tricolored Blackbird (5.6 acres) (Condition 17 may apply)

Plant Survey Areas

◾ Plant Survey Zone (520 acres) (Conditions 19 and 20 may apply)

Category 1 Streams and Setbacks

N/A

Category 1 Streams and Setbacks
(stream length)

N/A

Valley Oak and Blue Oak Woodland

N/A

Urban Reserve System Interface Zones

◾ Urban-Reserve System Interface Design Requirements may apply in this area. (0 acres)
(Condition 18 applies)

The data provided in the Geobrowser are intended to be used as an initial planning tool for project applicants. All fees and survey requirements will be implemented based on field-verified information that is
specific to each project.
All information provided in official Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency (SCVHA) websites is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute a legal contract between the SCVHA and any person or entity. Information on the websites is subject to change without prior notice. Although every reasonable effort is made to present current and
accurate information, the SCVHA makes no guarantees of any kind.
The SCVHA, its employees, officers, content providers, affiliates or other representatives are not liable for damages of any kind (including, without limitation, lost profits, direct, indirect, compensatory, consequential, exemplary, special, incidental, or punitive damages) arising out of your use of, your inability to use, or the performance of this website or the
content whether or not we have been advised of the possibility of such damages.
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Figure 5-GeoBrowser Parcel Report

General Information
APN

72835001

Address

19050 MALAGUERRA AV MORGAN HILL CA 95037

Recorded Area

0.00 acres

City

◾ MORGAN HILL (73 acres)

Urban Service Area

◾ Morgan Hill (73 acres)

Planning Limits of Urban Growth

N/A

Habitat Plan Information
Habitat Plan Permit Area

YES

Private Development Areas

◾ Area 2: Rural Development Equal to or Greater Than 2 Acres Covered
◾ Area 4: Urban Development Equal to or Greater Than 2 Acres Covered
◾ Area 1: Private Development Covered

Land Cover

◾
◾
◾
◾
◾
◾
◾

Land Cover Fee Zones

◾ Fee Zone A (Ranchlands and Natural Lands) (14.6 acres)
◾ Urban Areas (No Land Cover Fee) (14.8 acres)
◾ Fee Zone B (Agricultural and Valley Floor Lands) (43.6 acres)

Potential Wetland Fee Zones

◾ Mixed Riparian Forest and Woodland (19.2 acres)

Potential Serpentine Fee Zones

◾ Serpentine Fee Zone (6.2 acres)

Burrowing Owl Survey and Fee
Zone

N/A

Wildlife Survey Areas

◾ Tricolored Blackbird (40.6 acres) (Condition 17 may apply)

Plant Survey Areas

◾ Plant Survey Zone (57.6 acres) (Conditions 19 and 20 may apply)

Category 1 Streams and Setbacks

◾ Riparian buffer shown for illustrative purposes. Ground truthing will determine actual riparian
buffer needed. (13.1 acres) (Condition 11 applies)

Category 1 Streams and Setbacks
(stream length)

◾ 1711 linear feet (Condition 11 applies)

Grain, Row-crop, Hay and Pasture, Disked / Short-term Fallowed (24.7 acres)
Northern Coastal Scrub / Diablan Sage Scrub (0 acres)
Mixed Serpentine Chaparral (1.3 acres)
Mixed Riparian Forest and Woodland (19.2 acres)
Urban - Suburban (14.8 acres)
Mixed Oak Woodland and Forest (12 acres)
Coast Live Oak Forest and Woodland (1 acres)

Valley Oak and Blue Oak Woodland N/A
Urban Reserve System Interface
Zones

◾ Urban-Reserve System Interface Design Requirements may apply in this area. (73 acres)
(Condition 18 applies)

The data provided in the Geobrowser are intended to be used as an initial planning tool for project applicants. All fees and survey requirements will be implemented based on field-verified information that is
specific to each project.
All information provided in official Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency (SCVHA) websites is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute a legal contract between the SCVHA and any person or entity. Information on the websites is subject to change without prior notice. Although every reasonable effort is made to present current and
accurate information, the SCVHA makes no guarantees of any kind.
The SCVHA, its employees, officers, content providers, affiliates or other representatives are not liable for damages of any kind (including, without limitation, lost profits, direct, indirect, compensatory, consequential, exemplary, special, incidental, or punitive damages) arising out of your use of, your inability to use, or the performance of this website or the
content whether or not we have been advised of the possibility of such damages.
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Figure 5-GeoBrowser Parcel Report

General Information
APN

72834027

Address
Recorded Area

122.78 acres

City

◾ MORGAN HILL (120.3 acres)

Urban Service Area

◾ Morgan Hill (120.3 acres)

Planning Limits of Urban Growth

◾ Morgan Hill (120.3 acres)

Habitat Plan Information
Habitat Plan Permit Area

YES

Private Development Areas

◾
◾
◾
◾

Area 2: Rural Development Equal to or Greater Than 2 Acres Covered
Area 4: Urban Development Equal to or Greater Than 2 Acres Covered
Area 1: Private Development Covered
Area 3: Rural Development Not Covered

Land Cover

◾
◾
◾
◾
◾

Grain, Row-crop, Hay and Pasture, Disked / Short-term Fallowed (33 acres)
Agriculture Developed (16.6 acres)
Rural Residential (2.7 acres)
Orchard (67.5 acres)
Urban - Suburban (0.5 acres)

Land Cover Fee Zones

◾ Fee Zone B (Agricultural and Valley Floor Lands) (103.2 acres)
◾ Urban Areas (No Land Cover Fee) (17.1 acres)

Potential Wetland Fee Zones

N/A

Potential Serpentine Fee Zones

N/A

Burrowing Owl Survey and Fee Zone N/A
Wildlife Survey Areas

◾ Tricolored Blackbird (3.2 acres) (Condition 17 may apply)

Plant Survey Areas

◾ Plant Survey Zone (26.5 acres) (Conditions 19 and 20 may apply)

Category 1 Streams and Setbacks

◾ Riparian buffer shown for illustrative purposes. Ground truthing will determine actual riparian
buffer needed. (1.1 acres) (Condition 11 applies)

Category 1 Streams and Setbacks
(stream length)

N/A

Valley Oak and Blue Oak Woodland N/A
Urban Reserve System Interface
Zones

◾ Urban-Reserve System Interface Design Requirements may apply in this area. (119 acres)
(Condition 18 applies)

The data provided in the Geobrowser are intended to be used as an initial planning tool for project applicants. All fees and survey requirements will be implemented based on field-verified information that is
specific to each project.
All information provided in official Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency (SCVHA) websites is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute a legal contract between the SCVHA and any person or entity. Information on the websites is subject to change without prior notice. Although every reasonable effort is made to present current and
accurate information, the SCVHA makes no guarantees of any kind.
The SCVHA, its employees, officers, content providers, affiliates or other representatives are not liable for damages of any kind (including, without limitation, lost profits, direct, indirect, compensatory, consequential, exemplary, special, incidental, or punitive damages) arising out of your use of, your inability to use, or the performance of this website or the
content whether or not we have been advised of the possibility of such damages.
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